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Do YOU DRIVE TO 
Campus? Don’t 
FORGET TO BUY A 


PARKING DECAL 
It takes just three easy steps to 


get your decal: 

1. Order decal online using 
your Debit/Credit Visa, Master- 
Card or Discover through www. 
PermitSales.net/NECC 

2. Print receipt 

3. Place it on your dashboard 
until the parking decal arrives in 
the mail. 


THE HAVERHILL 
WALK-IN 

CoMPUTER LAB 
AND SERVICE DESK 
ARE MOVING! 


The current location of th 
Walk-in lab and Service Desk 1 
B-216 will soon undergo renova- 
tions. 

Beginning in the spring 2016 
semester, the walk in comput 
er labs on the Haverhill campus' 
will be permanently located o 
the third Floor of Bentley Library, 
(A-Building). The new studen 
Walk-in Computer lab will in 
clude 46 PC workstations and 14 
Apple Mac workstations. 

The walk-in lab will be op 
erated as part of the services 
offered by the Bentley Library, 
and will include assistance wit 
academic technology related t 
course assignments and informa- 
tion access. 

As a result of the move, th 
hours of the Haverhill lab will 
change to align with other library 
services. 

Starting January 20, 2016 sa 
hours of the walk-in lab will be: 


Monday — Thursday 
8:00am — 9:00pm 
Friday 
8:00am — 4:30pm | 


Please note, the walk-in lab 
and Service Desk located on th 
Lawrence campus are not affect 
ed by this change. 


Spring 2016 


ements to 
it Orientation 
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> Stolen paper case develops 


Investigation finds 
security footage of 
students throwing 
papers in trash 


By KELLy SCHWING 
News Editor 


There has been a break in the 
case of the missing Observers. 
Two NECC students were caught 
on videotape Dec. 16 in the Spurk 
lobby taking handfuls of newspa- 
pers and throwing them into the 
trash, according to Gene Hatem, 
head of public safety. 

In response to an email from 
the Observer’s editor-in-chief 
on Jan. 12, Tina Favara, dean of 
enrollment services and _inter- 
im dean of student life, said that 
public safety had provided her of- 
fice with the findings of their in- 
vestigation regarding the missing 
newspapers. 

Favara said the case is being 
adjudicated in accordance with 
the Student Code of Conduct. 

Citing the federal Family Ed- 
ucation Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA), she said that student 
disciplinary records are protected 
under the law and that “therefore 
lam unable to release any further 
details about the case.” 

Observer staff noticed an ab- 
normal amount of issues, partic- 
ularly the Dec. 2 issue, missing 
from newsstands on Dee. 11. The 
newsstands affected were in the 
C and B buildings and outside of 
the D building. 

Upon further investigation, 
staff realized that the remaining 
stack of Dec. 2 issues, being kept 
for archiving purposes, was also 
taken from right outside the Ob- 
server office. 

That afternoon, staff reported 
to public safety that hundreds 
of copies of the Observer were 
missing. 

The Dec. 2 issue had been on 
stands for more than a week when 
they started to go missing. 

On the cover of said issue, 
the Observer had featured a sto- 
ry about the suspension of head 
basketball coach Darren Stratton. 
Stratton was indicted for alleged 
involvement in a gambling enter- 
prise. 

There was a home basketball 
game the night of Dec. 10, which 
Kyle Benson, sports editor, had 


Photos by Kelly Schwing 


Top photo: the Dec. 2 issue of the Observer, which dis- 
appeared on Dec. 11. Bottom photo: The Dec. 16 issue, 
which Waeappeared the day it arrived. 
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_been covering. Editor-in-chief 


Kim Whiting had also been on 
campus covering a music event. 
They did not observe any suspi- 
cious activity that evening. 

On Dec. 15, Whiting distrib- 
uted the Dec. 16 issue to every 
newsstand around campus. This 
issue included a front page story 
about the missing newspapers. 
By the next morning, around 
10:30 a.m., Mary Jo Shafer, fac- 
ulty adviser, noticed that the C 
lobby’s newsstand had been emp- 
tied again. 

Whiting met again with secu- 
rity on Dec. 17 to advocate for 
more investigation, and to high- 
light that the thefts seemed to be 
ongoing. 

Again on Dec. 21, Observer 
staff noticed that multiple news- 
stands in the C building had been 
rummaged through or completely 
emptied. Now the Dec. 2 issue 
and Dec. 16 issue had been taken. 

Whiting contacted Hatem on 
that day and security said they 
would begin reviewing more se- 
curity tapes. 

Whiting met with Hatem in 
Lawrence on Dec. 24 to give 
more information for the inves- 
tigation. Later that day, Hatem 


emailed Whiting and told her that 
they had “two subjects on film at 
the C building on the 16th taking 
a handful of papers and throwing 
them into a trash container.” 

The Observer believes that 
the number of papers missing 
has now reached the thousands. 
Each stack delivered to the Ob- 
server has 100 papers and, over 
the course of the three instances, 
at least 10 stacks were taken and 
tossed. 

The Dec. 2 issue alone had 
$539 worth of paid advertising 
in it. 

Advertisers pay a certain 
amount expecting that their ads 
will be distributed in the Observ- 
er’s full press run. 

Along with printing costs and 
student staff and adviser stipends, 
staff now estimate the total finan- 
cial loss at up to $1,500. 

The Observer may be a free 
publication, but its production is 
anything but free. 

“While most college news- 
papers are distributed without 
charge .... they are certainly not 
‘free,’ says the Student Press 
Law Center (SPLC) website. 


Continued on page 5 
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Theft of school newspapers Staff 
will not be taken lightly 


By Kim Waitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

We at the Observer work 
hard to provide the student body 
with a newspaper that we can be 
proud of. We spend many hours 
conducting interviews, taking 
pictures, writing our stories and 
putting our pages together. Often, 
we are here early in the morning 
and late into the night working to 
get every page just the way we 
want it. This includes checking 
our facts and making sure that 
the stories are carefully bal- 
anced. Because we are students, 
we work closely with a faculty 
adviser, who is a professional 
copy editor at a daily newspaper, 
to make sure that we uphold the 
ethics of journalism in every sto- 
ry. We do this because each of us 
has a passion for the news and 
its power in our society. Without 
information, people cannot make 
educated decisions and democra- 
cy cannot exist. 

The Observer is never perfect, 
but we are so proud of the prod- 
uct that we put on the shelves 


every other week and we feel it 
is getting better and better every 
time. 

In December, when Kelly 
and I saw an empty newsstand, 
we were excited to think that so 
many of the Observers had been 
read by the NECC community. It 
is not common for a newsstand 
to need to be replenished, but it 
is not unheard of, either. When 
we noticed that several others 
were empty, too, we realized that 
we had a problem. 

Our investigation brought us 
to the Sports and Fitness build- 
ing, where we heard rumors that 
the basketball team was upset 
with our reporting of the coach’s 
suspension. There was specu- 
lation that the team wanted to 
hide the coach’s suspension from 
the visiting team because they 
felt humiliated by the situation. 
One student even suggested that 
we should have buried the story 
deeper in the newspaper so as not 
to shine an unfavorable light on 
NECC’s sports community. 

By that time, the story had 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student Rew sEe er 
of Northern Essex Community College 
Room C-222, Spurk building, 

100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3397 


Advertising 978.556.3397 
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The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Spring 2016 Observer Staff 


Epiror-In-CHIEF : 
Copy Epiror : 
OPINION EpITor : 
News Epitor : 
FEATURES Epitor : 
A&E Epiror : 
Sports Epiror : 
Campus Lire Epiror : 
Wes Epiror : 
STAFF WRITER : 
STAFF WRITER : 
CIRCULATION : 
FACULTY ADVISER : 


Kim Whiting 
Jowi Meli 
Rachael Sarcione 
Kelly Schwing 
Shaina Richards 
Rebecca Westerman 
Kyle Benson 
Chad Gorham 
Now Hiring 
Now Hiring 
Now Hiring 
Staff 

Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like fo be on the Observer staff? Then submit 


your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


issue # Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


1 Jan. 20 Jan. 15 

2 Feb. 3 Feb. 1 

3 Feb. 24 Feb. 22 
4 March 9 March 7 
5 March 23 March 21 
6 April 6 April 4 

7 April 27 April 25 
8 May 11 May 9 


A OE Ee ee 
We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advertisers Inc., the Colombia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


already run on the front page of 
the Eagle-Tribune. The Observer 
contacted the coach for comment 
and carefully checked all of our 
facts. We did our due diligence 
and we stand by our story. 

Once we realized that the pa- 
pers had actually been stolen, the 
theft was reported to campus se- 
curity and an investigation was 
begun. Some may argue that it 
is not really stealing, since the 
newspapers are free, but each 
student at NECC pays a $5 ac- 
tivities fee which, in part, covers 
the cost of an Observer subscrip- 
tion. Each student is entitled to 
one copy of each issue. Legal 
charges vary by state, but most 
commonly the charge for this 
crime is criminal mischief and 
the penalties can include com- 
munity service, a fine to cover 
the cost of reprinting the papers, 
suspension, or even expulsion. 

The Observer staff understand 
that people can sometimes get 
caught up in a moment and make 
bad choices. We understand that 
good people can sometimes do 


bad things and we did not want 
the consequences to be blown 
out of proportion. For these rea- 
sons, we decided to trust security 
and administration to handle the 
situation. 

Since then, many more copies 
of that issue, and the next, went 
missing as well, bringing the 
count into the hundreds. Security 
footage was finally reviewed and 
the culprits were caught, though 
the school’s administration is not 
willing to inform us of the con- 
sequences imposed. According 
to the Student Press Law Center, 
“It is generally agreed that the 
most effective way of stopping 
thefts of college newspapers is to 
investigate the crimes and seek 
to punish the perpetrators.” 

The Observer staff would like 
to express a sincere wish that 
this is the end of the situation; 
however, future events will be 
reported to the Haverhill Police 
Department in the hope that the 
perpetrators will be punished to 
the full extent of the law. 


changes 


Please join me in welcom- 
ing former Web Editor, Shaina 
Richards, into her new position 
as the Features Editor and for- 
mer Staff Writer, Rachael Sar- 
cione in her new position as 
the Opinions Editor. We are so 
happy to have you both in these 
new roles! 

Features Editor, Sarah Tiso, 
has transferred to UMass Low- 
ell and will be getting married 
next year. She will be greatly 
missed and we wish her the very 
best in the future. 

Opinions Editor, Rachel Ro- 
zavsky is also not returning to 
NECC this semester for person- 
al reasons, but we are sure that 
she will do well wherever her 
path takes her. Thank you both 
for your contributions to the 
Observer last semester. 

This leaves the Observer 
with two open positions. If you 
have taken, or are taking Jour- 
nalism I, and are interested in 
joining our staff, please contact 
the Observer today! 


Roaming Reporter 


What are your goals for the 
Observer this semester? 


To pass the newspaper 
to a new class. 


Cuap GoRHAM 
Campus Life Editor 


To finish my stories 
on time. 


REBECCA WESTERMAN 


A&E Editor 


To take our readers’ 
feedback and use it! 


KELLY SCHWING 
News Editor 


To discuss more 
social topics. 


RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 


To win an award! 


KYLE BENSON 
Sports Editor 


To give a voice to the / 
voiceless. 


SHAINA RICHARDS 
Features Editor 
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Let’s make NECC jud 


Don t judge your ing of “Gender Identity Disor- as yesterday after you slept with 
z, der.” Come on! How can we even someone and spent the night in 

peers for getting begin to abolish the stigmatiza- their dorm room.” I propose that 
. tion of transgender individuals if we start calling it “the strut of 
thier freak Ud: we can’t even get the APA to stop envy.” Isn’t that why others felt 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE labeling them as someone with a_ that we should be ashamed of 
Opinion Editor psychological disorder? hooking up? Maybe they were 


“There are worse things I 
could do/Than go with a boy 
or two,” sang actress Stockard 
Channing as the sassy character 
Rizzo in the 1978 Paramount Pic- 
tures classic “Grease.” 

And I couldn’t agree more. 
Have we finally eased up on the 
judgement of our peers’ hook- 
ups? Or have we come to realize 
that our parents are not in con- 
trol of our genitals and probably 
won’t be trying to make us wear 
chastity belts anytime soon? 

Yes! That happened for many 
years. Actually, if your parents 
had enough money they could 
have you committed to a mental 
institution for being promiscuous 
or a chronic masturbator. How- 
ever, that was the 40s, when they 
used to treat Postpartum Depres- 
sion with lobotomy. I know, hor- 
rific! In fact, I find many past and 
recent, psychoanalytical views 
on sexuality enraging, such as the 
American Psychological Associ- 
ation’s Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders list- 


Three musical icons gone too soon 


Three Grammy 
winners die during 


semester break 
By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 

They say that celebrities 
have a habit of dying in groups 
of three, but this particular 
round is a whopper: since the 
end of the fall 2015 semester, 
the music industry has bid 
farewell to three of its most 
beloved icons. 

Shortly after finals week 
came to an end, so did the life 


Not that some parents don’t 
try everything in the book to con- 
vince their children to save them- 
selves for marriage, because they 
are still under the illusion that 
most bachelors and bachelorettes 
dream of marrying a virgin. I re- 
member my own parents saying 
that they didn’t want me hanging 
around with girls who were “fast” 
because the boys might think that 
I was “easy” too. 

It seems like there is less talk 
of that infamous, double stan- 
dard that basically says, men can 
hook up with as many partners as 
they want and be seen as a stud. 
However, if a woman has more 
than a couple of partners, she is 
viewed as a slut. Having gone to 
high school in the 80s, this was 
the general rule for as long as | 
remember. 

Although NECC doesn’t have 
student housing, I think most of 
us are familiar with the phrase 
“walk of shame,” defined by 
Urban Dictionary as “the walk 
across campus in the same clothes 


of legendary artist Lemmy 
Kilmister. The frontman and 
founding member of hard rock 
band Motorhead since 1975, 
Kilmister, 70, lost his battle 
with cancer on Dec. 28. Kilm- 
ister will forever be remem- 
bered for his infamous cut-off 
jeans and rock anthem “Ace of 
Spades.” 

Kilmister’s memorial ser- 
vice was at The Rainbow Bar 
and Grill in L.A. 

On Dec. 31, R&B singer 
Natalie Cole, 65, died of heart 
failure. The Grammy winner 
and UMass graduate was best 


Photo byCreative Commons 


Natalie Cole (1950-2015) 


just jealous that they didn’t, or 
maybe they were afraid of being 
judged by others themselves. 

Nevertheless, thanks to dating 
websites and social media along 
with the celebration of sexual ex- 
ploration in today’s pop culture, 
the dating scene has a much more 
open communication policy. It’s 
so much easier to meet people 
with similar agendas and prefer- 
ences than ever before. 

I never thought that I would 
live to see the day when casual 
sex among college students was 
generally more accepted by the 
world. I’m not saying that pro- 
miscuity is the new black, but 
as long as you practice safe sex 
and all parties involved are sin- 
gle, consenting adults, you don’t 
owe anyone an explanation about 
what did or plan to do in the dark. 
And if someone doesn’t accept 
you for the choices you make in 
regards to your own sexuality, 
who cares? In the words of Wil- 
liam Shakespeare, “To thine own 
self be true.” 


known for her recording of 
“Unforgettable,” a duet with 
her father, the late Nat “King” 
Cole. 

On his 69th birthday, David 
Bowie released his 25th studio 
album, “Blackstar.” Unfortu- 
nately, on Jan. 10, 2016, just 
two days later, Bowie died of 
cancer. Bowie’s impressive 
resume includes the timeless 
1969 classic “Space Oddity,” 
one of a whopping 27 total 
studio albums. Besides mil- 
lions of adoring fans, Bowie 
leaves his wife of 23 years, su- 
permodel Iman. 


Photo by Creative Commons 


David Bowie (1947-2016) 


ae . Courtesy of Sony Pictures 
Jonah Hill in his own “walk of shame“ scene from Sony 


Pictures’ “22 Jump Street” (2014) 


Photo byCreative Commons 


Lemmy Kilmister (1945-2015) 
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Spotlight: Being Muslim in America 


Esraa Sadeek opens 
up about her life as a 
Muslim-American. 


By KELLY ScHWING 


News Editor 

Esraa Sadeek moved to the 
states from Alexandria, Egypt at 
the age of 3. 

Sadeek is now 22, an alumna 
of NECC, a current Psychology 
and Victimology major at Endi- 
cott College and a single mother 
to her son Jaden, 3. 

“T was raised in a strictly Is- 
lamic household,” she said. “I 
am very open about my faith and 
have no shame expressing that I 
am Muslim.” 

Amidst the pride in her up- 
bringing, Sadeek does not deny 
facing adversity. 


could not be farther from the 
truth. 

“It is appalling how much 
some extra fabric on your head 
can change people’s views on 
you,” she said. 

Meredith Gunning, a philoso- 
phy professor at NECC, has been 
teaching a world religions course 
since 2005. She said she first be- 
came aware of widespread Islam- 
ophobia in the wake of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, and offered edu- 
cation as an antidote to ignorance 
of other faiths. 

“T do think it’s really important 
to study other religions. We live 
in a globalized world, we also 
live in a diverse culture in the 
U.S.,” said Gunning. 

With regards to terrorist or- 
ganizations that use the banner 
of their faith to justify brutal vi- 
olence, Gunning said that this 


ed in the Middle East, but is, in 
fact, a worldwide religion and 
the fastest growing religion in the 
world. 

“There will be more people be- 
longing to Islam than 
Christians in under 
decade,’ said Gun- 
ning. 

After 19 years in 
America, Sadeek still 
faces problems as an 
immigrant. “I strug- 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


immigrant, because she saw her 
family go through it. 

Gunning said that certain pol- 
iticians’ “grandstanding” against 
the Islamic faith has not helped 


| have no shame expressing that | am 


Muslim. 
- Esraa Sadeek 


Ray Florent, a third-year El- 
ementary Education major, has 
witnessed Islamophobia in class 
with Gunning. During Gunning’s 
world religions class. Florent re- 
calls a particular stu- 
dent’s malice towards 
Muslims. 

“She would say 
things like, ‘All Mus- 
lims are terrorists’ and 
‘They all hate Amer- 
icans,’” said Florent. 


gle to provide Ce student, a Muslim 


son and I with many 

things,” said Sadeek. “I work my 
butt off as a full time student and 
employee ... to give him the best 
life possible.” 

With a stable home, a full-time 
job and the commitment of going 
to college, one might get the idea 
that Sadeek feels secure. Unfor- 
tunately, the mounting tension 


“The last few. é ra against Muslim prac- 
months titioners — quite visi- 


people 
have displayed 
more hate and 
anger towards 
me when they 
find out I am 
Muslim,” 


It is appalling how much some extra 
fabric can change people’s view on you. 


- Esraa Sadeek 


ble in the media lately 
— has left her with a 
sense of unease. 

“T fear that my son 
and I will pushed out 


said of this country that we 
Sadeek, referring y, > call home because of 


to her interac- 

tions after the attacks carried out 
by ISIS, or ISIL. Sadeek went on 
to say, “ISIS is not Muslim.” 

Sadeek said that the garb she 
wears on normal days garners a 
different reaction than her attire 
for special occasions. 

“I wear a hijab on Islamic hol- 
idays and people absolutely treat 
me differently,” she said. 

She said it is her belief that 
society has been conditioned to 
have a strong disliking towards 
those of the Islamic faith. She 
added that the belief that women 
in hijabs are inherently oppressed 


Student Senate News 


The Student Senate meets every Wednesday from 3-5 p.m. in A112 on the Haverhill 
Campus and L244 on the Lawrence campus. Both rooms are equipped with a video feed 
allowing for live conferencing between the two groups of students. 

The role of the senators is to serve as representatives of the student body to help 
promote the best possible relationship between students on both campuses, faculty and 


staff. 


There will be openings for the following positions: 


Nomination forms will be available in the spring. 
The Senate is looking for more students to get involved from the Lawrence campus. 


The Student Senate website has not yet been updated. The current Senate officers are as follows: 
President - Chad Gorham * 

Vice President, Lawrence - Jordan Castro 

Secretary - Grant Bellino 

Parliamentarian - Ray Florent 

Programming Chair, Lawrence - Sara Ramirez 


Vice President, Haverhill - Sam Racioppi 
Marketing Chair - Jasmine Polanco 


Treasurer - William Pound 


Programming Chair, Haverhill - Nate Miller 


is not an indication of the entire 
religion’s beliefs and that anyone 
can “cherry pick” from any reli- 
gion or sacred text to do heinous 
things. 

“T prefer to call them Daesh, 
because ISIL gives them too 
much credibility,” said Gunning. 
“There’s direct things in the Qu- 
ran that could be used to counter 
terrorists who kill, supposedly, in 
the name of Islam.” 

Gunning would also like to 
clarify that — like fellow Abra- 
hamic religions Christianity and 
Judaism — Islam may have start- 


- Vice President, Haverhill 
- Vice President, Lawrence 


Senators - Nate Miller, Jonathan Matos, Elvis Medina 


All members of the NECC community are encouraged to attend the meetings, or to contact the sena- 


tors at the following locations: 


Haverhill, D125 


978-556-3731 


“The mission of the NECC Student Senate is to promote the interests of the students, improve student 
participation in decision making and encourage the integration between students, facullty, staff and cam- 
pus organizations while uniting both campuses in the creatoin of positive change.” 

*Chad Gorham is also the Campus Life editor of the NECC Observer. 


Lawrence, L133 


978-738-7417 


the bias and stigmati- 
zation the Islamic (community) 
is going through,” she said. 

As for the Syrian refugees, 
she said America should allow 
them in. “Provide the refugees 
with a means to succeed such as 
English lessons, resources to re- 
ceive enough food and temporary 
housing for a month, until they 
can get a job on their own,” said 
Sadeek. “That does not mean to 
give them free housing, 5 years 
of food stamps, a business and 
the world on a silver platter.” She 
understands that there is a level 
of struggle to overcome as an 


matters; for example, Donald 
Trump and Ted Cruz’s calls for 
a complete halt to Muslim immi- 
grants, legal or otherwise, only 
helps to perpetuate irrational fear. 

Gunning said, “Part of Islam- 
ophobia is claiming that those 
who are Muslim plan on taking 
over the whole world and fore- 
ing people to convert to Islam.” 
Americans using another’s re- 
ligion against them as grounds 
for a ban, are falling victim to 
the effects of Islamophobia, and 
forgetting about our constitution- 
ally-granted right to freedom of 


religion, said Gunning. 
a rR 
> r © 


whose identity was not 
provided for his safety, was so 
upset by this woman’s remarks 
that he left and never returned. 

“T have friends who are Mus- 
lim,” said Florent. “No one de- 
serves that kind of treatment.” 

As for Sadeek, she is raising 
her son as a Muslim and has no 
plans of backing down to the crit- 
icism, still keeping her hopes up 
for the future. 

“Everyone deserves to go to 
bed at night with the peace of 
mind that the sun will rise and 
they will still be breathing,” she 
said. 


Courtesy photo 


Esraa Sadeek with her 3-year-old son, Jaden. 


Security Log 


Page 5 * NECC Observer = Jan. 20, 2016 


News 


() observer.necc.mass.edu &j) @theneccobserver Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Updated & relocated 


NECC computer lab 
settles into its new 


digs over semester 
break. 


By Keiy ScHwinG 
News Editor 

NECC’s computer lab has 
moved to the Bentley Library. 
Over semester break, GTC Con- 


struction finished reconstructing 
the third floor of the library into 
a new study space and computer 
lab. 

“The integration of new in- 
formation technology transforms 
the third floor into a more vital 
interactive learning environment 
using the open concept design,” 
said David Gingerella, vice presi- 
dent of NECC. 

The new computer lab is 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


The 60 work stations located in the new lab. 


equipped with 60 desktop com- 
puters, 46 PC work stations and 
14 Apple work stations. 

The new computer lab not only 
has the same technological ame- 
nities as the previous space, but 
has the added luxuries of group 
study areas and upholstered arm 
chairs with attached desks for in- 
dividuals to get cozy while they 
get their work done. 

According to Michael Hearn, 
library director, the school want- 
ed to make the new area a more 
inviting, comfortable study space. 

At the heart of the new lab is 
a two-person help desk staffed by 
members of the library. 

Along with the renovations 
and the move itself, a classroom 
has been added for informational 
classes taught by the librarians. 
Instead of crowding a class into 
the corner of the library as was 
previously necessary, professors 
will now be able to book time in 
the informational classroom fully 
loaded with projectors and com- 
puters. 

IT has also been moved into 
new Offices in the vicinity, ready 
to answer technology questions 
and concerns. 

“Rather than having to vis- 
it both the library and the B 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


Upholstered arm chairs added for extra comfort in the new 


computer lab. 


Building for IT and information 
resources, students will now be 
able to get all of this support in 
one location,” said Jeff Bickford, 
chief information officer. 
Gingerella is enthusiastic for 
the addition. “This space can 
accommodate group discussions 
along with more contemplative 
study spaces,” he said in an email. 
“T think this move is a fantas- 
tic improvement for the student 
experience,” said Bickford. 
Gingerella and Hearn said that 
the move has been in the works 
for about a year. 
With the move comes new 


hours of operation to respect the 
hours of the library: 

* Monday to Thursday, 

from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

* Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

“Statistics reported that the 
last hour, 9 to 10, wasn’t being 
used,” said Hearn. The same was 
found with a drop in attendance 
on Friday evenings. Bickford 
said that the statistics regarding 
lab utilization were kept in the 
form of the sign-in sheets at the 
computer lab welcome desk. 

The Lawrence computer lab 
and walk-in center remain unaf- 
fected by these changes. 


Stolen Observer update (cont.’d) 


Continued from page 1 

When the papers were stolen, 
taken with them were hours of 
work by the staff, hours of labor 
by the printers, the sum of all the 
materials put into a newspaper 
and advertisements that the ad- 
vertisers pay for in hopes of be- 
ing seen. 

All this can be multiplied by 
the amount of papers taken. 

Setting aside monetary con- 
cerns, the Observer and its stu- 
dent staff members are also pro- 
tected by the First Amendment, 
which states, “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances.” 

The volume at which the 
newspapers were taken could be 
considered censorship and a vio- 
lation of the First Amendment. 

“Newspaper theft presents a 
serious threat to the viability of 
the student press community; let- 
ting the thieves get away with it 
threatens the viability of a free 
press itself,” states the SPLC 
website. 

Though it is not uncommon 
for student newspapers to suffer 
this kind of vandalism — statis- 
tics from the SPLC show a steady 
pattern of crime across the coun- 
try’s college publications — this 
does not justify the acts, accord- 
ing to the SPLC. 


On Jan. 8, Hatem told Observ- 
er Editor-in-Chief Kim Whiting 
that they had made a tentative ID 
on at least one of the students and 
that Favara would be looking into 
the disciplinary portion of it. 

“Due to Public Safety being an 
outside contractor, we are unable 
to participate in the discipline 
process,” Hatem said. 

There were 10 Observer staff 
members in fall 2015. None of 
the Observer staffers or the fac- 
ulty adviser were contacted or 
interviewed by anyone in con- 
nection with the disciplinary pro- 
ceedings. 

Observer staffers are taking 
the theft of the newspapers seri- 
ously. 

“Theft of newspapers is a se- 
rious issue. It not only is censor- 
ship, but it is a direct violation 
of First Amendment rights,” Ob- 
server news editor and Student 
Senate President Chad Gorham 
previously told the Observer. 

Staffers say they would like to 
know what, if any, disciplinary 
actions were taken and to be as- 
sured that their hard work will not 
be stolen or destroyed over the 
spring semester. 

The federal privacy law cited 
by Favara in order to deny the 
students any information about 
the proceedings does allow for 
some information to be released 
to victims of an offense, accord- 
ing to the website of the Family 
Policy Compliance office of the 
U.S. Department of Education, 

A postsecondary school may 


“disclose only the final results 
of the disciplinary proceeding to 
a victim,” of certain kinds of of- 
fenses. 

Within this list is destruction/ 
damage/vandalism of property, 
according to the website. 

“In disclosures to the victim, 
the institution may disclose the 
final results of the disciplinary 
proceeding regardless of whether 
the institution concluded a viola- 
tion was committed,” the website 
says. 

The Student Code of Conduct 
states that destroying property, 
attempted or actual theft, acting 
in a manner that disrupts the col- 
lege, including interfering with 
the educational process and ha- 
rassment or intimidation are all 
actions that could be considered 
disciplinary offenses. 

The Observer is a key part of 
the educational mission of the 
journalism program at NECC and 
these acts have been at the very 
least an interference. 

Observer staff members have 
said that they feel the theft of 
thousands of copies of the paper 
could be considered an attempt 
by other students to intimidate 
them through censorship and to 
infringe upon their First Amend- 
ment rights. 

According to the college’s 
website, NECC students have 
clear rights to exercise “the rights 
of citizenship, freedom of asso- 
ciation, inquiry and expression.” 
Students also have “the right to 
expect a good learning environ- 


ment on campus,” and to due pro- 
cess in disciplinary proceedings. 
Student responsibilities listed 
on the website include “obeying 
all federal and state laws ... re- 
specting the property of individ- 
uals, groups and the college itself 
.. and behaving, on campus and 
elsewhere while under the auspic- 
es of NECC, in ways that enable 
the college’s mission of teaching 


and learning to be fulfilled in an 
atmosphere of safety and encour- 
agement for all.” 

If anyone has any additional 
information on the stolen papers, 
please contact the NECC Ob- 
server at observer.necc.mass.edu, 
twitter @theneccobserver or con- 
tact public safety. 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


A kiosk that was rendered empty by students and 


reported by staff on Dec. 21. 
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Music department strikes chords of opportunity 


Music department 
students ’ career 


paths on the rise 
By Repecca WESTERMAN 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 

The fast paced jams of rock 
and roll, sweet blues and jazz 
trickling out of the practice rooms 
of the Music majors at NECC can 
often be heard in the upper floor 
of the Hartleb Technology Center. 

Often overlooked by the av- 
erage student or faculty mem- 
ber at the Haverhill campus, the 
mysterious melodies have a per- 
manent home in the programs of 
study. NECC’s music program 
has much to offer an aspiring 
musician because of the skills it 
hones for when a student wishes 
to transfer to a four-year college. 

There are two programs of- 
fered out of the music depart- 
ment. One program is an Asso- 
ciate of Music degree, which 
is very similar to any two-year 
program, basically replicating the 


first two years of any major col- 
lege or universities. 

“The students here get the 
same education doing the exact 
same things that students at the 
first two years at say, UMass Low- 
ell, Berklee or any major schools 


Composition. 

The other program offered is 
the Music Technology Certificate 
program, which is a one-year pro- 
gram set up by Lecuyer. 

“A lot of music majors go for 
this certificate as well. That was a 
challenge to get up and running, 
but it’s been great. 

“Tt did take a while for the ad- 
ministration to allow us to set up 
the music program to be similar 
[to a four-year college], because 
you do a lot of one-credit cours- 
es at a major university. That 
seemed to be difficult in a school 
where there’s mostly three-credit 
courses,” said Lecuyer. The im- 
portance of being able to branch 
off into different career paths is 
stressed to the music students at 
NECC. Being able to shred on the 
guitar, but also record or possibly 
teach, is cultivated into the pro- 
grams 

“They [music students] get 
a sense here at Northern Essex 
that there’s a lot of different ways 
you can go in terms of a career 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
Two music students jamming together in one of the prac- 
tice rooms in the music department. 


in the music industry. Those who 
are passionate about music can 
educated in the fields 
of performing, sound recording 
technology, music education, mu- 


become 


sic business, composition, music 
therapy, music technology, music 


Here at Northern Essex there’s a lot of 
different ways you can go in terms of a 
career... 

- Mike Lecuyer 
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in the country in the exact same 
program,” said Mike Lecuyer, 
who became a music professor 
at NECC in 2007. He teaches all 
the guitar classes, directs the Jazz 
Ensemble and teaches the classes 
Music Theory I, Music Technolo- 
gy Sound and Music Technology 


publishing, music librarian and 
conductor. 

“It’s really important to fin- 
ish your four-year degree, after 
that most musicians that I know 
or work with have to be a lot of 
things. You can’t just be a jazz 
guitar player [unless] you play 


5 @theneccobserver 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


Jazz Ensemble performing in the fall 2015 semester in the Tech Center. 


The piano classroom, one of the many classrooms in the 


music department. 


your instrument at a high level. 
Myself, I perform around 100 
times a year but | also do audio 
recording, sound reinforcement 
and of course teaching,” said 
Lecuyer. 

Graduated music students at 
NECC are given the opportunity 
to build connections and form op- 
portunities with others in the field 
of music through the school. 

“I like to see it when they grad- 
uate and transfer to other schools. 
They come back and talk about 
how well prepared they were, and 
how their education from NECC 
is very comparable to what they 
would be getting at a traditional 
four-year college. I keep in con- 
tact with a lot of students that 
graduated ... and down the road, 
I’ve helped them get jobs in the 
industry. It’s great working here, 
the students are awesome and 
it’s a really good program espe- 
cially if its something you’re not 
sure about and want to try,” said 
Lecuyer. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
The Jazz Ensemble of NECC performs at many off-campus 


locations throughout the semester and performs at NECC. 
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Lawrence YMCA free for students 


Both campuses can 
now sign up for a 


membership 
By Cuap GorHaM 
Campus Life Editor 
Once available only to the stu- 
dents on the Lawrence campus at 
NECC, the Lawrence YMCA is 
now available for students, fac- 
ulty and staff on both campuses. 
Without any exercise areas 
on the Lawrence campus com- 
parable to the Haverhill campus’ 


Partnering up to make 


Student Engagment 
and the Library 


Team up 
By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

The New Student Orientation 
has been similar over the past few 
years and the Student Engage- 
ment Center is trying out new 
ways to make sure students are as 
prepared as they could be. 

With the new computer lab 
moving to the third floor of the 
Bentley Library, the library and 
Student Engagement staff started 
working together to 
get students more 
informed on what 
the library has to 
offer and what it is 
going to offer once 


the computer lab 
opens. 
Ariel —Chicklis, 


the assistant coor- 
dinator of Student 
Engagement, said, “We want 
students to have a hands-on ex- 
perience in the new computer 
lab. We are working toward them 
getting a little more training on 
myNECC, Blackboard and oth- 
er computer systems the college 
uses.” 

The orientation starts as all 


Sports and Fitness Center, NECC 
and the YMCA have been collab- 
orating for many years to offer 
the Lawrence students a way of 
exercising and letting off some 
steam. 

Dina Brown, the director of 
Student Engagement said, “All 
students, faculty and staff can use 
the Lawrence YMCA.” 

According to Brown, “If stu- 
dents are interested in signing 
up they can visit either campus’ 
Student Engagement office. The 
Haverhill office is located in the 


orientations have in the past, with 
a few exceptions. The old way 
was to take the photo IDs of the 
students who had arrived early. 
The ones who arrived on time 
or later would have to wait until 
the end of orientation. Now ev- 
eryone gets their ID photo taken 
immediately at the beginning of 
the orientation. The orientation 
then commences with a presen- 
tation on locations of building, 
rules and regulations, syllabus 
information, some financial aid 
and billing as well as many other 
aspects of NECC. 

While the presentation is go- 


Cw 


It’s a more efficient system... 


- Kevin Carvalho 
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ing on, the biggest change to the 
orientation begins. The IDs are 
printed all at once and brought 
over to the library. When the IDs 
arrive at the library, the librarians 
proceed to issue each new student 
a library card and sticker on the 
back of their new ID. 

When the presentation is over, 


Sports and Fitness building in 
room D125 or on the Lawrence 
campus “in the Dimitry building 


it Human Resources and sign up 
there.” 
Students and faculty can use 


All students, faculty and staff can use the 
Lawrence YMCA. 


- Dina Brown 


in room L133. For any faculty 
that is interested they need to vis- 


the entire group of new students 
is broken up into two to three 
smaller groups. The groups then 
either take a tour of the campus 
or head over to the library for an- 
other presentation. 

When the students arrive, they 
are brought through the second 
floor of the library to see where 
everything they may need is lo- 
cated, including the research 
desk. They then arrive in the Art 
Space where they get a quick pre- 
sentation on signing into Black- 
board and their emails. 

Kevin Carvalho, a new student 
orientation leader, thinks this is a 
great idea and 
will help stu- 
dents out in the 
long run. “It’s 
a more efficient 
system so that 
students don’t 
have to run all 
over campus for 
different things. 
It is already tak- 
en care of for them,” he said. 

With this new part of orienta- 
tion, the new students coming in 
this year were some of the first to 
see the new computer lab. They 
got to see it just as the computers 
were being installed. The paint 
was so new you could smell it in 
the air. 


the facilities as they please, but 
they must pay if they would like 


Elfie Grusing, another of the 
orientation leaders, was excited 
for the new students. As an alum 
of NECC, she admitted she was a 
bit jealous. “I wish they did this 
when I went to school here. It is 
beautiful,” she said. 

The Student Engagement De- 
partment feels this is a great way 
to get students off on the right 
foot. They will not have to worry 
about getting a library card be- 
fore signing onto the online site. 


life easier 


to take any of the classes that are 
offered there. 

The YMCA in Lawrence has 
many amenities such as a pool 
and a gym. 

To sign up, you fill out a form, 
bring it to the YMCA and they 
give the student or faculty mem- 
ber a key fob to sign in and out of 
the facility. 

In the words of the lyrcal mas- 
ters The Village People, “You can 
get yourself clean, you can have a 
good meal, you can do what ever 
you feel, at the YMCA.” 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
One of the librarians gives a lesson on how to sign onto 


and use myNECC. 


Chicklis said, “After orienta- 
tion, we want students to be as 
prepared as possible. Adding this 
component to the orientation as- 
sures that the students then have 
one less thing to worry about.” 

When the students arrive back 
from their tours and their presen- 
tation at the library, their IDs are 
ready with their library barcode 
and they can get right to studying 
without having to run around the 
campus. 


Photos by Chad Gorham and Elfie Grusing 
Left, students observe a presentation put on by one of the librarians in the computer lab. Right: Students learn about the different things the library 
offers, not just books. 
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Sheri Carter didn t 
let obstacles stop 
her from getting an 
education 


By SHAINA RICHARDS 


Correspondent 
At 44 years old, Sheri Carter is 
going to graduate in front of her 
kids this spring with her associate’s 
degree in business management 
and healthcare administration. 
While she faced many obsta- 
cles on the way to getting her 
degree, she did not let that stop 
her from being successful both 
academically and professionally. 
She started working towards 
her associate’s back in 1990, but 
had to stop pursuing it when she 
became pregnant with twins. 
Four kids later, in 2009, she 
was working three jobs and 
back at NECC. She played the 
role of dance mom, cheerlead- 
ing mom, Girl Scout leader and 


Features 
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Mom proves perseverance pays off 


den mother. She also worked at a 
dance studio, dance store and as 
a substitute teacher. Despite her 
many responsibilities, she suc- 
cessfully balanced her personal 
life and her education, getting 
straight A’s in all her classes. 

Carter was able to network 
and make valuable connections 
during her time at NECC that had 
a huge impact on her career suc- 
cess. In 2013, she knew that one 
of her professors, Frank DeCaro, 
worked in the healthcare field, so 
she gave him her resume in case 
a job opened up. He later emailed 
her about a position and ended 
up getting hired full time, dou- 
bling her salary. She went from 
making $22,000 to $60,000 by 
networking with her professors. 

Recently, Carter found out 
about Alpha Beta Gamma, the 
international business honor so- 
ciety at NECC. She was induct- 
ed to the honor society last fall. 
One of her advisors informed 
her about a leadership confer- 
ence taking place in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico on March 31. The 


conference was open to charter 
students, so her professor had 
students write an essay about 
what Alpha Beta Gamma meant 
to them. Carter wrote hers about 
the opportunities the honor soci- 
ety had provided for her and how 
it had made her a better leader. 
Her essay won her a place at the 
leadership conference this spring. 

“Networking with professors 
and the school itself has opened 
so many doors for me,” she said. 
“This school has given me such 
a solid base academically and 
also improved my self-esteem.” 

To add to her list of accom- 
plishments at NECC, Carter re- 
cently got her electronic health re- 
cords certificate and was invited to 
join the iHealth advisory board at 
NECC. The board comes together 
twice a year to review curricu- 
lum for the iHealth care program. 

“This is huge for me. I’m 
shocked all the time,” she said. 
“J don’t care if I’m going to 
be 50 when I get my _ bach- 
elor’s. I’m going to do it.” 


Photo byShaina Richards 
Sheri Carter sits in the lobby of the C building on the 


Haverhill campus. 


Partnerships with businesses help students 


Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College is collaborating with 
more local employers than ever 
before and, as a result, launch- 
ing an increasing number of stu- 
dents into rewarding careers. 

Some former students, such 
as Computer Information Sci- 
ences graduate Tim Field, began 
their careers through NECC’s 
growing internship program. 

Field landed an_ internship 
at Muzzy Lane, a Newbury- 
port-based technology com- 
pany powering game-based 
learning and assessment, and 
found his niche as a software 
developer almost __ instantly. 

“J realized I needed to do 
something different,” he says. “I 
liked the logic of programming.” 

Following his graduation, Field 
was Officially hired at the company 
where he continues to work today. 


Though impressive, Field’s 
story is by no means unique. 
Dozens of students are 


now enrolled in the  intern- 
ship program and working 
quickly toward employment. 

NECC Career Connections 
Coordinator Ashley Moore points 


(Internships) are incredibly valuable to job seekers. Intern- 
ships in college allow students to gain real-world experience 
and to solidfy their future career goals. 
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out 
are 


that internship programs 

becoming more popular. 
“They are incredibly valuable 
to job seekers,” she says. “Intern- 
ships in college allow students to 
gain real-world experience and to 
solidify their future career goals.” 

A number of local employers 
echo Moore’s opinion, noting that 
they are often impressed by the ley- 
el of maturity and enthusiasm that 
Northern Essex students possess. 

Mike Elmer, director of ca- 
pabilities for Coca-Cola Bot- 
tling Company of New England 
(CCNE) says, “Our internship 
experience with NECC has been 


- NECC Career Connections 
Coordinator Ashley Moore 


to our benefit at many levels: 
it has provided us a framework 
for a more effective intern pro- 
gram at CCNE, helped to provide 
skilled focus in areas of business 
opportunity, and given us insight 
to the quality of potential new- 
hire candidates NECC develops 
here in the Merrimack Valley.” 

In addition to the new variety 
of internship experiences, North- 
erm Essex also offers a growing 
number of health practicums 
as well as externships for hu- 
man services, criminal justice, 
and laboratory science students. 

David Legg, a partnering em- 


ployer of Charm Sciences, Inc. 
of Lawrence is pleased with the 
results of the college’s offerings: 

“There’s a need for laboratory 
technicians who are trained and 
educated in basic safe laboratory 
procedures to generate reliable 
quality data. Associate degree 
programs (like NECC’s labora- 
tory science program) produce 
graduates who can fill this need.” 

Here is a sampling of local em- 
ployersoffering NECC internships: 

512 Media 

92.5 The River 

Advertising That Works 

Blue Ocean Music Hall 


CBS Radio 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
of Northern New England 
Colony Foods 

EBSCO 

Entercom Communications 
Boston 

Geskus Yearbook Publishing 
GraVoc Associates 

HC Media 

HMF Printing 

INHOUSE Worldwide 
Lawrence Public Schools 
Lupoli Companies 
MicroData 

Moody, Famiglietti & 
Andronico, LLP 

Muzzy Lane Software 

NE Digital Imaging 
Northern Essex Community 
College 

RMON Networks, Inc 

Sign Gallery 

Simply Elegant Catering 
Strategic Talent 

The Community House 
The Eagle Tribune 

The Lowell Sun 

The Maker Mill 

WHAV 


Professor to give talk on Amazon basin at Salem library 


By NECC Newsroom 


Ken Thomas, professor of biol- 
ogy at Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College, will give a presentation 
titled “Jungle Talk: The Amazon 
Basin” at the Kelley Library, 
234 Main St., Salem, N.H.,on 
Thursday, Jan. 21 at 7 p.m.. 

In his presentation, Thomas 
will explore the Amazon Ba- 
sin in South America, which is 
home to 60 percent of the planet’s 


remaining tropical rainforests. 

He will share how the re- 
gion — hich is the size of the 
continental United States 
is like a huge bowl that col- 
lects water and sends it thou- 
sands of miles to the Atlantic. 

He will introduce one of the 
tributaries, the Rio Napo in Ecua- 
dor, where he has spent time, and 
also touch on the Andes Moun- 
tains, the rivers, and the rainforest 
and the ways they are all tied to one 


another. His presentation will in- 
clude photographs of the animals 
and plants that thrive in the area. 

Thomas, professor of biolo- 
gy at Northern Essex Commu- 
nity College, earned his asso- 
ciate of arts degree in Liberal 
Arts from NECC, a bachelor of 
science degree in biology from 
UMass Lowell, and a master’s 
of science in zoology and Ph.D. 
in Biological Sciences from 
the University of Rhode Island. 


Prior _—to teaching at 
NECC he taught for eight 
years at Hillsborough Com- 
munity College in Florida. 

His special interests in- 
clude marine biology, student 
travel, science literacy,  sail- 
ing, kayaking, and canoeing. 

This presentation is 
made possible through the 
Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College Speakers Bureau. 


For more information on 


the speakers’ bureau, visit the 
college’s website www.necc. 
mass.edu or contact Ernie 
Greenslade, director of pub- 
lic relations, at 978-556-3862 
or egreenslade@necc.mass.edu 

For more information on this 
presentation, contact Paul Giblin 
at Kelley Library, 603 898-7064 
or pgiblin@kelleylibrary.org 
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There is still no resolution for 
NECC faculty and professional 
staff working without a contract 
since June. 

Union members have been ne- 
gotiating with the Massachusetts 
Board of Higher Education for 
months to hammer out a solution, 
but negotiations have reached an 
impasse with regard to both the 
financial offer and the contract 


language that discusses the eval- 
uation of student outcome assess- 
ments. 

In a recent email from Union 
President Joe LeBlanc, he said, 
“We already use SLOs, of course, 
but we insist on their being facul- 
ty-driven, created and controlled 
and not subject to our evaluation. 

“To date, management’s lan- 
guage is unacceptable, as is their 


financial offer. We continue to 
feel disrespected and like sec- 
ond-class citizens in public high- 
er education.” 

LeBlanc further stated that 
negotiations would continue 
throughout the remainder of the 
winter break. 

“We'll see how it goes over 
the next week or so. I am nei- 
ther optimistic not pessimistic 
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Contract negotiations continue 


about our chances of success in 
the short-term. If we do not settle 
soon, Work to Rule will continue 
for the spring semester,” he said. 

NECC President Lane Glenn 
stated in a previous interview 
that he fully supports the union 
in their fight and that he is not 
directly involved in the negotia- 
tions but in a recent letter to the 
editor, professor Peter Flynn stat- 


b 
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ed that, “It is well known that he 
is a member, and, in my opinion, 
the driving agent of the college 
presidents’ 3 member labor rela- 
tions subcommittee, and has met 
with Commonwealth Secretary of 
Education Jim Peyser.” 


The full letter appears below. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


Union members, working without a contract since June, protested NECC administration’s holiday party in December by holding a separate 
tailgate party in the parking lot outside of the Hartleb Technology center on the Haverhill campus. The event was designed to raise awareness 
about the issues regarding the stalled contract negotiations between the MCCC union and the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education. 


Glenn avoiding responsibility 


Letter: 


Dear Observer, 


President Glenn likes to punc- 
tuate his presentations with com- 
ments about collegiality and civil- 
ity as a perquisite of discourse on 
campus. Apparently he exempts 
himself from these standards. I 
take umbrage at the comments 
President Glenn made when he 
crashed the holiday tailgate par- 
ty covered in the December 16 
Observer regarding the “Work to 
Rule” (WTR) labor action. 

President Glenn arrived at the 
tailgate protest, though implicitly 
disinvited, and launched into a 
self-serving harangue distancing 
himself from responsibility for 
the positions of management in 
contract negotiations. It is well 
known that he is a member, and, 
in my opinion, the driving agent 
of the college presidents’ 3 mem- 
ber labor relations subcommittee, 
and has met with Commonwealth 
Secretary of Education Jim Pey- 
ser. President Glenn is an active 
player in the formulation and ne- 
gotiation of the take backs which 
represent the negotiating points 
of management. 

In his speech he reprised a 
worn out joke about the WIR 
effort, insinuating that manage- 
ment likes WTR because they 
get more work out of the faculty 


than usual. The joke did not get a 
laugh because it’s a double edged 
insult, disparaging the work eth- 
ic of our faculty and profession- 
al staff, while diminishing the 
WTR action that resulted in the 
adjournment of dozens of college 
meetings throughout the fall se- 
mester, boycotting of extra-con- 
tractual events, and daily infor- 
mational picketing by our most 
esteemed senior faculty. 

Additionally he dissembled 
regarding his role in negotiations, 
blaming impasse on the Com- 
monwealth’s Office of Finance. 
It is widely known, and acknowl- 
edged by Glenn, that the Office 
of Finance has set a percentage 
for raises for non-union employ- 
ees which is de facto the percent 
which our unit would receive if 
we accepted the ludicrous de- 
mands of management. 

Perhaps the key and most ri- 
diculous demand is that faculty 
and professional staff raises be 
tied to graduation and/or course 
completion rates, retention, and 
closing academic gaps of our stu- 
dents. Falling graduation and re- 
tention rates have been a pattern 
of decades duration. The vari- 
ables governing these patterns are 
quite beyond the control of facul- 
ty and professional staff. 

Work, economic necessity, 
academic underpreparedness 
and varying goals of students in 


fitting the community college to 
their needs are among reasons 
students choose not to attend 
community colleges in 15 credit 
per semester lockstep. 

Policies of our current man- 
agement exacerbate problems 
with completing degrees. In ser- 
vice of the bottom line, the pres- 
ident has demanded that sections 
be run at full enrollments and, 
when full, no additional sections 
be opened because students will 
“migrate” to less full sections of 
other courses. This effectively 
reduces the availability of sec- 
tions of 200 level course, further 
hampering completion of require- 
ments. 

The addition of a new set of 
requirements for graduation, the 
need to complete a range of “in- 
tensive” courses , additionally 
raises the bar. 

Only one third of courses over- 
all are taught by full time faculty, 
yet this diminishing sector of the 
work force would be held respon- 
sible to reverse a trend unimped- 
ed by management over three de- 
cades: the decline in graduation 
and retention rates. 

Perhaps the presidents’ sala- 
ries should be tied to graduation 
and retention rates? 


Prof. Peter Flynn, Behavioral 
Sciences 


: : Photo by Kim Whiting 
Professor of behavioral sciences, Peter Flynn, wears a 


T-shirt bearing the slogan “work to rule” in support of the 
union’s stance. 
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Knights play 
Bristol at home 


Knights record lowest 


score of their season 


By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 


On Jan. 12, the NECC Knights 
were set to take on Bristol Com- 
munity College at home. There 
was a light snow before the game 
started, which may or may not 
have been the reason the match 
started 30 minutes later than the 
original start time of 6 p.m. 

The Knights came into the 
game against Bristol riding a 
4-game win streak, their last loss 
being on Dec. 5. They had an im- 
pressive 12-4 record going into 
the game compared to Bristol’s 
record before the game, 7-6. 

Bristol started off the scor- 
ing but Knight Jonathan Paulino 
struck right back with a 3-pointer 
to score NECC’s first points of 
the game. 

When Paulino scored, the 
crowd got fired up. There were 
new fans in the stands. Some had 
brought homemade signs and 
noisemakers. This is what you get 
when your team is on a hot streak 


like the Knights are. 
Nine’ minutes into the first 


half NECC Knight Felix Moore 
scored a pretty layup after miss- 
ing the original pass intended for 
him. 

After Moore’s layup, the 
Knight’s had problems scoring 
the last 10 minutes of the first 
half. 

Bristol was up 31-23 with 5 
minutes remaining in the first. Af- 
ter a long scoring drought by the 
Knights, Trace Schaejbe scored a 
3-pointer which brought the score 
to 35-29, Bristol. 

NECC would not lead at any 
point in the second half. 

The latter half of the game be- 
gan and the score looked close all 
game. Bristol led through the first 
5 minutes, 47-43. The one big 
play in the half was a 3-pointer 
by Paulino, but the Knights were 
still behind. 

It was a low scoring affair: 
NECC lost 64-59, scoring their 
lowest point total in a game this 
season. 

The Knights dropped to 12-5 
on the season and their 4-game 
win streak came to an end. 

Schaejbe and Matt Jameson 
led the Knights in scoring with 15 
and 10 points, respectively. 
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Matthew Jameson attempts to block a shot. 


Knights 3 stars of the first half 


Early season stars 
budding 


By KYLE BENSON 
Sports Editor 

A little more than half of the 
basketball season has passed and 
the Knights are having one heck 


of a run. The Knights record as of 


Jan. 15 is 12-5. The players have 
been developing their games fur- 
ther each night and becoming a 
better team. 

As the cliche goes, “There’s 
no | in team.” However, there are 
always a few players that stand 
out at different times. In this case, 
there are three individuals that 
have helped their team immense- 


Dominic Dar wrestling for possession. 


ly through the first 17 games and 
they deserve recognition. 

Forward Jonathan Paulino, is 
one of the Knights’ top players 
on offense and defense. He has 
started every game this season 
and is consistently one of the top 
point-getters in each match. 

Paulino has averaged 10.2 
points per game, and has a field 
goal percentage of 44.1. He is 
also averaging 8.3 rebounds per 
game. 

Another player that has shined 
all season is Matt Jameson. 
Jameson scores multiple 3-point- 
ers every game, takes charge on 
the court and is the leader of a lot 
of good plays. 

He scores an average of 15.3 


7 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


Photo by Kyle Benson 


points per game, and his 3-point 
percentage is 35.7. 

The last person who has 
helped the team incredibly is 
Head Coach Joe Tardif. 

Tardif took over the Knights’ 
head coaching job in the middle 
of the season and has handled the 
task remarkably. He has a record 
of 8-4 since he started coaching in 
mid-November and is just com- 
ing off a four-game win streak. 

Tardif has rallied the team and 
inspired them to keep their great 
season going in the midst of ad- 
versity. 

Paulino, Jameson and Tardif 
will undoubtedly keep their team 
in winning situations every game. 
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Track & Field sign-up information| Softball sign-up information 
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more information contact 


Head Coach: Mike Giardina 
378-356-3826 
mgiardina@necc.mass.edu 
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Players hustle up and down the court during one of the Knights’ January basketball games. 


January basketball begins with 3 losses 


Knights begin 
January with 
a 1-2 record 


By KyLe BENSON 


Sports Editor 
The NECC Knights have 
played 3 games so far in Janu- 
ary. They won the first and then 
lost the 2 most recent games. 
On Jan. 7, the Knights took 
on Roxbury Community Col- 
lege at home. NECC was up on 
Roxbury, 51-45, at halftime and 
then scored another 46 points in 
the second half which led to the 
97-82 victory for the Knights. 
Matt Jameson had one of his 
best games of the season, scor- 
ing 28 points. He also made 
six 3-pointers, and scored on 
4 of his 5 free throw attempts. 
Dominic Dar and Matt Lynch 
also stuck out against Roxbury. 


Dar scored 17 points, and Lynch 
scored 14 and made 75 per- 
cent of his free throw attempts. 
The 3 top scorers on Roxbury 
were Jokari Trueheart II with 20 
points, Keyon Jones with 19, and 
Chima Ebele scored 17 points. 

A few days later on Jan. 12, the 
Knights played again at home, this 
time against Bristol Community 
College. The outcome was not as 
good as it was against Roxbury. 

NECC had a really hard time 
scoring against Bristol for some 
reason. Bristol was having a hard 
time scoring as well, so the game 
turned out to be a low scoring 
affair with a lot of lazy plays. 
The Knights lost to Bristol, 64- 
59, the lowest total the Knights 
have scored in a game all season. 

The only two players from 
NECC who scored over 10 
points were Jameson and Trace 
Schaejbe, with 10 and 15 points 
respectively. -Jameson  unchar- 
acteristically missed 10 of 


his 13 three point attempts. 

The worst statistic coming 
out of that game, though, is that 
the Knights only made 18 out 
of their 70 shots in the game. 

After that performance end- 
ed NECC’s four-game win 
streak, the Knights took to the 
road and played at MassBay CC. 

They scored more points than 
they did the previous game, but 
still came out of the game with 
a loss. MassBay won, 101-78. 
MassBay stars Kameron Jimenez- 
Fox and Zeey Gary-Mandel ran 
the court all night. Jimenez-Fox 
scored 26 points and Gary-Man- 
del finished the game with 24. 

The Knights are on a 2 game 
losing streak as of Jan. 15. Their 
next four games they play are: 
UConn at Avery Point on Jan. 
16; home against Gateway CC on 
Jan. 18; at the CC of Rhode Is- 
land on Jan. 21; and back at home 
on Jan. 26 against Bunker Hill. 
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Graphic designers! . 


The Observer happily accepts photos, 
cartoons and artwork! 


send your submissions to: 
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Revenge is served cold in ‘The Revenant’ 


By Jow: ME. 
Copy Editor 

“The Revenant” 

** 

With The Revenant garnering 12 
Oscar nominations more than any 
other film released last year you 
can bet film fans are going to start 
piling in to see this star vehicle for 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Tom Hardy 
But in this time of increased socio- 
logical awareness, where frustrated 
viewers of all skin colors have angri- 
ly noted the Academy’s 0 for 16 re- 
cord in nominating non-white actors 
this year, it serves as an even greater 
disappointment that the most-nomi- 
nated film is such a reinforcement of 
stereotypical white masculinity 

Make no mistake, Mexican direc- 
tor Alejandro G. lfiarritu fills his film 
with spectacular imagery, spinning 
the true story of frontiersman Hugh 
Glass into a furious yarn of ven- 


geance that absolutely crackles off 


the screen. 

And yes, Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Tom Hardy give performances to 
be reckoned with; DiCaprio is elec- 
trifying as Glass, a man whose day 
gets progressively worse as a) he 
is mauled by a bear, b) watches his 
half-Native American son Hawk get 
murdered in an act of senseless rac- 
ism and c) is left for dead in the wil- 
derness; likewise, Hardy is in rare, 


despicable form as John Fitzgerald, 
here depicted as the antagonist that 
causes the latter two events 

But for all its achievements, the 
movie never managed to move me 
Perhaps that’s because it keeps a cool 
distance from any of its emotions 
other than righteous anger most 
egregiously, the film fails to establish 
a meaningful connection between the 
protagonist and his family 

The 
tween he and Hawk sound less like 
father 


and son and more like obvious nods 


first-act conversations be- 
real conversahons between 


to the film’s big message. And when 
Glass witnesses Hawk and his wife 
(via flashback) cut down before him, 
you get the feeling that he’s more an- 
gry about losing his “property” than a 
fellow human being 

The movie's other colossal mis- 
step is in revisiting the time-honored 
tradition of presenting the Native 
American characters as mere props 
in a story about two white guys 
Don’t believe me? Spoiler alert: oth- 
er than a couple of minor players, 
not a single one of the significant 
Native Americans onscreen makes 
it through the movie without being 
horribly mistreated. In fact, Powaqa, 
the movie's sole female character, 
spends her big scene being raped 
against a tree — and only returns to 
serve as punctuation for that big mes- 


sage in its final act 

So let’s talk about that big mes- 
sage. The film seems to suggest that 
God has been helping Glass alone 
in his quest for revenge, both in the 
way he miraculously survives some 
of the things that happen to him and 
through the cinematography, which 


follows his escapades in long track- 
ing shots as if he is being watched 
over from afar. Oh, and the fact that 
the movie makes it a point to include 
the line “Revenge is in God’s hands” 
sort of gives it away, as well. 

So God helps a white man survive 
against all odds to settle the score 


Photo courtesy of Lionsgate Films 


Hugh Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) has no idea of the bad day he’s about to have in this 
early scene from “The Revenant.” 


over his property, with people of col- 
or serving only as stepping stones to 
his righteous victory? 

No wonder the Academy loved 
this movie. It reinforces everything 
they seem to believe is true about the 
world as well. 


